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Index Numbers of Wholesale Price in India (Base: 2011-12=100)
Review for the month of March, 2020


	
The official Wholesale Price Index for 'All Commodities' (Base: 2011-12=100) for the month of March, 2020 declined by 0.90% to 121.1 (provisional) from 122.2 (provisional) for the previous month.

	INFLATION

	The annual rate of inflation, based on monthly WPI, stood at 1.00% (provisional) for the month of March, 2020 (over March, 2019) as compared to 2.26% (provisional) for the previous month and 3.10% during the corresponding month of the previous year. Build up inflation rate in the financial year so far was 1.00% compared to a build up rate of 3.10% in the corresponding period of the previous year.

	Inflation for important commodities / commodity groups is indicated in Annex-1 and Annex-II. The movement of the index for the various commodity group is summarized below:-

	PRIMARY ARTICLES (Weight 22.62%) 

	The index for this major group declined by 2.5% to 139.5 (provisional) from 143.1 (provisional) for the previous month. The groups and items which showed variations during the month are as follows:- 

	
The index for 'Food Articles' group declined by 2.1% to 151.6 (provisional) from 154.9 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of egg (17%), poultry chicken (9%), tea (7%), fish-marine, maize and fruits & vegetables (5% each), jowar (4%), bajra and wheat (3% each), gram, paddy, betel leaves and urad (2% each) and fish-inland, arhar, pork, masur and mutton (1% each). However, the price of beef and buffalo meat (8%), moong and peas/chawali (4% each) and ragi and milk (1% each) moved up.

	
The index for 'Non-Food Articles' group declined by 4.2% to 126.1 (provisional) from 131.6 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of floriculture (30%), safflower (kardi seed) (12%), soyabean and gaur seed (8% each), sunflower (7%), raw rubber (4%), linseed, coir fibre, rape & mustard seed and hides (raw) (2% each) and niger seed, copra (coconut), raw jute and castor seed (1% each). However, the price of cotton seed (6%), groundnut seed (5%), skins (raw) (3%) and industrial wood, raw silk, fodder and gingelly seed (sesamum) (1% each) moved up. 

	
The index for 'Minerals' group rose by 4.2% to 153.8 (provisional) from 147.6 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of manganese ore (15%), copper concentrate (7%) and phosphorite (6%). However, the price of chromite (3%), limestone (2%) and bauxite, zinc concentrate and lead concentrate (1% each) declined.

	
The index for 'Crude Petroleum & Natural Gas' group declined by 6.6% to 81.3 (provisional) from 87.0 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of crude petroleum (9%).

	FUEL & POWER (Weight 13.15%)

	The index for this major group declined by 3.1% to 100.7 (provisional) from 103.9 (provisional) for the previous month. The groups and items which showed variations during the month are as follows:- 

	
The index for 'Mineral Oils' group declined by 5.6% to 87.2 (provisional) from 92.4 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of ATF (19%), naphtha (13%), HSD and kerosene (5% each), petrol and furnace oil (4% each) and LPG (3%). However, the price of petroleum coke (7%) moved up.

	MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS (Weight 64.23%) 

	The index for this major group remained unchanged at its previous month level of 118.7. The groups and items which showed variations during the month are as follows:-

The index for ‘Manufacture of Food Products’ remained unchanged to its previous level of 136.9. The items which decreased where rice bran extract (9%), rice bran oil (3%), cotton seed oil cake (2%) and gur, rapeseed oil, gram powder (Besan), honey, chicken/duck, dressed- fesh/frozen, palm oil, maida, gola & similar cattle feed, sunflower oil, vegetable starch, rice products and cotton seed oil (1% each). However, the price of molasses (6%), coffee powder with chicory (4%), spices (including mixed spices) (3%), groundnut oil, fish frozen/canned/processed and mustard oil cake (2% each) and processed tea, vanaspati, mustard oil, bagasse, sooji (rawa), sugar confectionary, rice non-basmati, corn flake and ice cream (1% each) moved up.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Tobacco Products' group rose by 0.4% to 154.8 (provisional) from 154.2 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of other tobacco products (1%). However, the price of cigarette (1%) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Textiles' group declined by 0.1% to 116.6 (provisional) from 116.7 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of manufacture of knitted and crocheted fabrics (1%). However, the price of viscose yarn (2%) moved up.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Wearing Apparel' group rose by 0.1% to 138.0 (provisional) from 137.8 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of manufacture of wearing apparel (woven), except fur apparel (1%). However, the price of manufacture of knitted and crocheted apparel (1%) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Leather and Related Products' group rose by 0.1% to 117.9 (provisional) from 117.8 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of harness, saddles & other related items (2%) and chrome tanned leather and waterproof footwear (1% each). However, the price of travel goods, handbags, office bags, etc. and plastic/PVC chappals (1% each) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Wood and of Products of Wood and Cork ' group rose by 0.2% to 133.0 (provisional) from 132.7 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of wooden box/crate (2%). However, the price of wood cutting, processed/sized (1%) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Paper and Paper Products' group rose by 0.3% to 120.3 (provisional) from 120.0 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of pulp board (4%), corrugated sheet box (3%), tissue paper (2%) and card board and corrugated paper board (1%). However, the price of laminated plastic sheet (4%) and paper carton/box (2%) declined.

	
The index for 'Printing and Reproduction of Recorded Media ' group rose by 1.2% to 153.3 (provisional) from 151.5 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of printed books (2%) and hologram (3d) and journal/periodical (1% each).

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Chemicals and Chemical Products' group declined by 0.2% to 115.8 (provisional) from 116.0 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of mono ethyl glycol (10%), ammonia gas (9%), sulphuric acid (8%), polystyrene, expandable (4%), organic solvent and catalysts (3% each), superphospate/phosphatic fertilizer, others, alkyl benzene, other inorganic chemicals, poly propylene (PP) and camphor (2% each) and carbon black, ammonium phosphate, aniline (including PNA, ONA, OCPNA), organic chemicals, shampoo, ethyl acetate, additive and adhesive excluding gum (1% each). However, the price of nitric acid (9%), hydrogen peroxide (6%), oleoresin, agarbatti, menthol and safety matches (match box) (2% each) and phthalic anhydride, toilet soap, viscose staple fibre, ammonium nitrate, caustic soda (sodium hydroxide), gelatine, polyester fibre fabric, varnish (all types), fatty acid , poly vinyl chloride (PVC), liquid air & other gaseous products, foundry chemical, explosive, di ammonium phosphate and mixed fertilizer (1% each) moved up.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Pharmaceuticals, Medicinal Chemical and Botanical Products' group rose by 0.2% to 130.6 (provisional) from 130.3 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of vials/ampoule, glass, empty or filled (5%), simvastatin (2%) and API & formulations of vitamins, antioxidants, anti-malarial drugs and antibiotics & preparations thereof (1% each). However, the price of antidiabetic drug excluding insulin (i.e. tolbutam) (6%) and anti-retroviral drugs for HIV treatment (2%) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Other Non-Metallic Mineral Products' group rose by 0.2% to 116.5 (provisional) from 116.3 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of stone, chip (6%), porcelain sanitary ware (3%), slag cement and cement superfine (2% each) and granite, toughened glass and fibre glass incl. sheet (1% each). However, the price of electric insulating material (2%) and non ceramic tiles, white cement, marble slab, ceramic tiles (vitrified tiles), ordinary sheet glass, railway sleeper, lime and calcium carbonate and clinker (1% each) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Basic Metals' group declined by 0.4% to 106.6 (provisional) from 107.0 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of stainless steel pencil ingots/billets/slabs (5%), MS pencil ingots and pig iron (2% each) and hot rolled (HR) coils & sheets, including narrow strip and steel forgings - rough (1% each). However, the price of rails (6%), ferrosilicon (4%), stainless steel coils, strips & sheets (3%), aluminium disk and circles (2%) and cast iron, castings, angles, channels, sections, steel (coated/not), brass metal/sheet/coils, stainless steel bars & rods, including flats and ferrochrome (1% each) moved up.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Fabricated Metal Products, Except Machinery and Equipment' group rose by 0.1% to 114.7 (provisional) from 114.6 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of forged steel rings and cylinders (2% each) and steel drums and barrels and steel container (1% each). However, the price of sanitary fittings of iron & steel (8%), jigs & fixture (5%), bracket (2%) and hand tools and hose pipes in set or otherwise (1% each) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Computer, Electronic and Optical Products' group declined by 0.2% to 109.3 (provisional) from 109.5 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of electronic printed circuit board  (PCB)/micro circuit (4%) and x-ray equipment (2%). However, the price of electro-diagnostic apparatus, used in medical, surgical, dental or veterinary sciences (4%) moved up.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Electrical Equipment' group rose by 0.9% to 111.7 (provisional) from 110.7 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of transformer (6%), cooling tower (2%) and jelly filled cables and electric welding machine (1% each). However, the price of fibre optic cables (3%), safety fuse (2%) and electric mixers/grinders/food processors, electric filament type lamps, flourescent tube, rubber insulated cables and AC motor (1% each) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Machinery and Equipment' group declined by 0.4% to 112.9 (provisional) from 113.4 (provisional) for the previous month due to lower price of air or vacuum pump (4%), air gas compressor including compressor for refrigerator and roller and ball bearings (3% each), manufacture of bearings, gears, gearing and driving elements, pharmaceutical machinery, mining, quarrying & metallurgical machinery/parts and dumper (2% each) and hydraulic equipment (1%). However, the price of gasket kit (7%) and excavator (1%) moved up.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Motor Vehicles, Trailers and Semi-Trailers' group rose by 0.5% to 115.4 (provisional) from 114.8 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of minibus/bus (4%) and head lamp and cylinder liners (1% each). However, the price of brake pad/brake liner/brake block/brake rubber, others (3%), chassis of different vehicle types (2%) and piston ring/piston and compressor (1%) declined.

	
The index for 'Manufacture of Furniture' group rose by 2.1% to 130.9 (provisional) from 128.2 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of foam and rubber mattress (14%). However, the price of hospital furniture (7%) and wooden furniture (1%) declined.

	
The index for 'Other Manufacturing' group rose by 0.5% to 117.6 (provisional) from 117.0 (provisional) for the previous month due to higher price of gold & gold ornaments (1%) and cricket bat (1%). However, the price of silver (6%), cricket ball (2%) and sports goods of rubber (incl. balls) (1%) declined.

WPI FOOD INDEX (Weight 24.38%)

The rate of inflation based on WPI Food Index consisting of ‘Food Articles’ from Primary Articles group and ‘Food Product’ from Manufactured Products group decreased from 7.31% in February, 2020 to 5.49% in March, 2020.

	FINAL INDEX FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY, 2020 (BASE YEAR:2011-12=100)

	For the month of January, 2020 the final Wholesale Price Index for 'All Commodities' (Base: 2011-12=100) stood at 123.4 as compared to 122.9 (provisional) and annual rate of inflation based on final index stood at 3.52% as compared to 3.10% (provisional) respectively as reported on 14.02.2020.



Next date of press release: 14/05/2020 for the month of April, 2020 
Office of Economic Adviser, Ministry of Commerce & Industry, New Delhi,
This press release is available at our home page http://eaindustry.nic.in


Note: Due to outbreak of Coronavirus and Nationwide lockdown, the provisional figures of WPI for latest month are computed with low response rate. The figures are likely to be revised in a significant manner during release of final month.
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Annexure-I
Wholesale Price Index and Rates of Inflation (Base Year: 2011-12=100)
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Latest month over

eof;:;‘;::;:tslfssxfggups weight | VP! A Build up from March Year on year
Mar-20 | 2018-19 | 2019-20 | 2018-19 | 201920 | 2018-19 | 201920
[ALL cOMMODITIES 10000 | 1211 033 -0.90 3.10 1.00 3.10 1.00
PRIMARY ARTICLES 26 139.5 030 252 491 372 491 372
Food Articles 1526 1516 0.56 213 524 491 524 4
Cereals 282 1617 0.00 241 892 267 892
Paddy 143 159.3 0.06 -185 262 172 262 172
[Wheat 103 162.9 -108 263 1013 476 1013 476
Pulses 0.64 1517 “1.60 -098 10.63 1212 1063 1212
Vegetables 187 159.0 761 736 2405 11.90 2405 11.90
Potato 28 2165 1.83 251 253 6181 253 6181
Onion 0.16 2293 256 1698 | 3134 | 11231 | 3134 | 11231
Fruits 160 139.0 036 “1.06 043
Milk 444 150.9 21 107 538
Eggs, Meat & Fish 240 146.8 20 449 419
Non-Food Arlicles 112 126.1 041 418 194
Oil Seeds 112 149.9 095 247 5.02
Minerals 083 1538 a7 20 1145
Crude Petroleum 195 69.6 1.03 014 “1134
FUEL & POWER 1315 100.7 1.99 3.08 176
PG 064 96.1 6.05 263 1187
Petrol 1.60 81 374 426 581
HSD 310 87 2.00 533 “1003
MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS 6423 118.7 0.08 0.00 034
Manufacture of Food Products 912 136.9 023 0.00 6.62
gﬁ;“g:;“;;e';wegetab'e And Animal |, o, 1284 156 054 282 12.93 282 1293
Sugar 106 117.2 0.00 034 223 263 223 263
Manufacture of Tobacco Products 051 154.8 085 039 233 065 233 065
Manufacture of Textiles 438 116.6 -0.50 -0.09 385 “169 3.85 169
Manufacture of Wearing Apparel 081 138 0.58 015 044 022 044 022
r;lraondl;fztcswe ofLeather and Related 170 002 008 o1 o o1 Y
OMfavr\\/g;a;t\aJ:‘z ch;’rvfo‘j And of Products 133 -0.81 023 282 -155 282 155
';';"d‘fémre ofPaper and Paper 1 1203 024 025 291 283 291 283
g:gglacca“:frggﬂsm icals and 647 115.8 -0.08 017 355 318 355 3.18
';';"d‘fémre ofRubber and Plastics 230 107.7 0.46 0.00 232 218 232 218
m;";:%‘:gzzigmer Non-etallic 320 1165 0.7 017 228 -0.09 228 -0.09
maar;‘:efarcmre ofCement, Lime and 164 119.4 026 0.00 326 179 326 179
Manufacture of Basic Metals 9.65 106.6 0.00 037 137 405 137 405
Mild Steel - Semi Finished Steel 27 96.1 -0.10 0.00 0.00 204 0.00 204
Manufacture of Fabricated Netal
Products, Except Machinery and 3.15 1147 0.60 0.09 420 -1.80 420 -1.50
Equipment
'é':zl‘g;cet‘:&e ofother Transport 165 1205 0.35 0.00 263 635 263 635
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Commodities/Major

Groups/Groups/Sub-Groups Weight | Oct19 | Nov-19 | Dec-19 | Jan-20 | Feb-20 | Mar-20
ALL COMMODITIES 100.00 0.00 058 2.76 352 2.26 1.00
PRIMARY ARTICLES 262 6.05 7.60 1154 1001 671 372
Food Articles 15.26 9.80 1122 1331 1130 7.79 491
Cereals 282 832 7.99 7.81 7.86 521 267
Paddy 143 450 424 4.05 417 371 172
Wheat 103 6.15 8.08 8.44 8.98 642 476
Pulses 0.64 1657 16.67 1318 1281 11.42 12.12
Vegetables 187 38.97 45.50 69.48 50.70 29.97 11.90
Potato 028 -1960 | -851 50.06 85.50 60.73 61.81
Onion 0.16 119.84 | 17230 | 455.83 | 293.37 | 16230 | 11231
Fruits 160 272 432 2.27 1.90 1.00 -0.43
Milk 444 1.46 173 3.34 391 448 538
Eggs, Meat & Fish 240 7.61 822 6.50 736 6.88 419
Non-Food Articles 412 2.19 193 7.72 7.05 6.82 194
Oil Seeds 112 1003 633 8.52 9.02 463 3.02
Minerals 0.83 9.40 -5.81 5.96 1251 2.50 11.45
Crude Petroleum 195 -27.08 -9.36 8.90 4.08 -1.42 -11.34
FUEL & POWER 13.15 -8.09 732 0.39 5.44 338 -176
LPG 064 -3078 | -2693 | -1469 2.02 21.85 11.87
Petrol 160 -10.95 -6.74 4.43 8.16 2.05 -5.81
HSD 310 -9.53 -9.21 021 5.26 -3.06 -10.03
MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS 64.23 -0.93 -0.84 -0.25 059 042 034
Manufacture of Food Products 912 378 512 7.20 7.71 637 6.62
gﬁ::’::ﬁ;;fvegetame padAImall - o -1.85 258 1097 1463 11.77 1293
Sugar 106 321 3.04 4.98 457 3.07 263
Manufacture of Tobacco Products 051 3.00 227 121 0.86 111 065
Manufacture of Textiles 488 -159 -2.10 -244 2.18 -2.10 -169
Manufacture of Wearing Apparel 081 0.00 014 0.36 036 022 -0.22
g:;‘d‘:j:t‘;mre of Leather and Related 052 279 197 199 322 i 22
DMfa\;'v';i::t:;ed lg:r\fod pndofProducts 7 091 -0.60 -1.04 -1.04 -257 -155
gz‘d‘ﬁg"re ofPaperand Paper 111 -3.69 -455 511 3.68 -330 -2.83
g:!:’?f;ﬁ;;fg:mma‘s and 647 282 -3.88 317 2.84 -3.09 -3.18
g:;‘d‘:j::;mre of Rubberand Plasfics 20 136 209 181 8 173 218
mm‘::cé':;s;zmer Non-Hetallic 320 -0.09 017 0.17 052 -1.02 -0.09
g‘:?frcmre of Cement, Lime and 164 460 5.15 452 234 153 179
Manufacture of Basic Metals 965 -9.93 -930 775 327 -3.60 -4.05
Mild Steel - Semi Finished Steel 127 830 -6.89 -5.07 -1.63 2.14 -2.04
Manufacture of Fabricated Metal
Products, Except Machinery and 315 -078 -0.09 -0.43 -1.03 -1.29 -1.80
Equipment
Manufacture of ofher Transport e s55 s 521 512 673 635

Equipment





